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Storia sociale e politica Harvard
University Press
In his comprehensive overview of 17th
century Italy, Professor Sella challenges
the old view that Italy was in general
decline, instead he shows it to have
been a time of sharp contrasts and shifts
in fortune. He starts with a balanced and
critical analysis of political developments
(placing the Italian states in their wider
European context) before assessing the
state of the economy. He then looks in
depth at society, religion, and culture
and science and in particular reassesses
the influence of the Counter Reformation
on Italian life. His book ends with an
engrossing account of the life and work
of Galileo as well as an overview of the
important and often neglected
contributions made by other scientists in
the later part of the century. This rich
and balanced volume is an ideal

introduction to early modern Italy, and
provides a critical revaluation of a much
misunderstood period in the country's
history.
Everything Connects BRILL
Spirituality, Gender, and the Self in
Renaissance Italy places St. Angela
Merici and her Company of St. Ursula in
historical and religious context and
examines them from a variety of
perspectives: institutional, social,
spiritual, and cultural.
From Court to Forest Elogio della
dissimulazionela lotta politica nel
SeicentoThe Continuity of Feudal
PowerThe Caracciolo Di Brienza in
Spanish Naples
"Larvatus prodeo," announced René
Descartes at the beginning of the
seventeenth century: "I come forward,
masked." Deliberately disguising or
silencing their most intimate thoughts
and emotions, many early modern
Europeans besides Descartes-princes,
courtiers, aristocrats and commoners
alike-chose to practice the shadowy art
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of dissimulation. For men and women
who could not risk revealing their inner
lives to those around them, this art of
incommunicativity was crucial, both
personally and politically. Many writers
and intellectuals sought to explain,
expose, justify, or condemn the
emergence of this new culture of
secrecy, and from Naples to the
Netherlands controversy swirled for two
centuries around the powers and limits
of dissimulation, whether in affairs of
state or affairs of the heart. This
beautifully written work crisscrosses
Europe, with a special focus on Italy, to
explore attitudes toward the art of
dissimulation in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries. Discussing many
canonical and lesser-known works, Jon R.
Snyder examines the treatment of
dissimulation in early modern treatises
and writings on the court, civility, moral
philosophy, political theory, and in the
visual arts.
Financial Innovation and Resilience
University of Toronto Press
The Dramaturgy of the Spectator
explores how Italian theatre consciously
adjusted to the emergence of a new kind
of spectator who became central to
society, politics, and culture in the mid-
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.
The author argues that while a focus on
spectatorship in isolation has value, if we
are to understand the broader stakes of
the relationship between the power
structures and the public sphere as it
was then emerging, we must trace step-
by-step how spectatorship as a practice
was rooted in the social and cultural
politics of Italy at the time. By
delineating the evolution of the Italian
theatre public, as well as the dramatic
innovations and communicative
techniques developed in an attempt to
manipulate the relationship between

spectator and performance, this book
pioneers a shift in our understanding of
audience as both theoretical concept
and historical phenomenon.
The Caracciolo Di Brienza in Spanish
Naples Cambridge University Press
The passions have long been
condemned as a creator of disturbance
and purveyor of the temporary loss of
reason, but as Remo Bodei argues in
Geometry of the Passions, we must
abandon the perception that order and
disorder are in a constant state of
collision. By means of a theoretical and
historical analysis, Bodei interprets the
relationship between passion and reason
as a conflict between two
complementary logics. Geometry of the
Passions investigates the paradoxical
conflict-collaboration between passions
and reason, and between individual and
political projects. Tracing the roles
passion and reason have played
throughout history, including in the
political agendas of Descartes, Hobbes,
and the French Jacobins, Geometry of
the Passions reveals how passion and
reason may be used as a vehicle for
affirmation rather than self-enslavement.
Marx, Marxism and the Spiritual Springer
Richard H. Popkin has already been
celebrated in two Festschriften as one of
the century's greatest historians of
philosophy.This latest book, whose
editors were among those who prepared
the first two volumes, centers on
Popkin's crucial role in bringing together
scholars from around the world in a long
series of academic conferences and
learned meetings which helped
transform the field from one of solitary
endeavour into a 'Republic of
Letters'.Publications by Richard H.
Popkin: Isaac la Peyrère (1596-1676): His
Life, Work and Influence, ISBN: 978 90
04 08157 4 Edited by Y. Kaplan, H.
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Méchoulan and R.H. Popkin, Menasseh
ben Israel and his World, ISBN: 978 90
04 09114 6 Third Force in Seventeenth-
Century Thought, ISBN: 978 90 04 09324
9 Martin I.J. Griffin Jr. Annotated by
Richard H. Popkin. Edited by Lila
Freedman, Latitudinarianism in the
Seventeenth-Century Church of England,
ISBN: 978 90 04 09653 0 Edited by
Richard H. Popkin and Arjo Vanderjagt,
Scepticism and Irreligion in the
Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries,
ISBN: 978 90 04 09596 0 Edited by
Martin Mulsow and Richard H. Popkin,
Latitudinarianism in the Seventeenth-
Century Church of England, ISBN: 978 90
04 12883 5 Edited by R.H. Popkin,
Millenarianism and Messianism in English
Literature and Thought 1650-1800, ISBN:
978 90 04 08513 8 (Out of print)
Catholic Religious Life in Italy from Late
Antiquity to the Present Il Saggiatore
A formidable collection of studies on
religious conversion and converts in
Jewish history Theodor Dunkelgrün and
Pawel Maciejko observe that the term
"conversion" is profoundly polysemous.
It can refer to Jews who turn to religions
other than Judaism and non-Jews who tie
their fates to that of Jewish people. It can
be used to talk about Christians
becoming Muslim (or vice versa),
Christians "born again," or premodern
efforts to Christianize (or Islamize)
indigenous populations of Asia, Africa,
and the Americas. It can even describe
how modern, secular people discover
spiritual creeds and join religious
communities. Viewing Jewish history
from the perspective of conversion
across a broad chronological and
conceptual frame, Bastards and
Believers highlights how the concepts of
the convert and of conversion have
histories of their own. The volume begins
with Sara Japhet's study of conversion in

the Hebrew Bible and ends with Netanel
Fisher's essay on conversion to Judaism
in contemporary Israel. In between,
Andrew S. Jacobs writes about the allure
of becoming an "other" in late Antiquity;
Ephraim Kanarfogel considers Rabbinic
attitudes and approaches toward
conversion to Judaism in the Middles
Ages; and Paola Tartakoff ponders the
relationship between conversion and
poverty in medieval Iberia. Three case
studies, by Javier Castaño, Claude
Stuczynski, and Anne Oravetz Albert,
focus on different aspects of the
experience of Spanish-Portuguese
conversos. Michela Andreatta and Sarah
Gracombe discuss conversion narratives;
and Elliott Horowitz and Ellie Shainker
analyze Eastern European converts'
encounters with missionaries of different
persuasions. Despite the differences
between periods, contexts, and sources,
two fundamental and mutually exclusive
notions of human life thread the essays
together: the conviction that one can
choose one's destiny and the conviction
that one cannot escapes one's past. The
history of converts presented by
Bastards and Believers speaks to the
possibility, or impossibility, of changing
one's life. Contributors: Michela
Andreatta, Javier Castaño, Theodor
Dunkelgrün, Netanel Fisher, Sarah
Gracombe, Elliott Horowitz, Andrew S.
Jacobs, Sara Japhet, Ephraim Kanarfogel,
Pawel Maciejko, Anne Oravetz Albert,
Ellie Shainker, Claude Stuczynski, Paola
Tartakoff.
News Networks in Seventeenth
Century Britain and Europe
FrancoAngeli
In recent years much scholarly attention
has been focused on the encounter of
cultures during the early modern period,
and the global implications that such
encounters held. As a result of this work,
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scholars have now begun to re-evaluate
many aspects of early culture contact,
not least with respect to Christian
missionary activities. Prominent amongst
the missionaries were members of the
Society of Jesus. Emerging as a dynamic
new religious order in the wake of the
Reformation, the Jesuits were deeply
committed to promoting religious and
cultural reforms both within Europe and
in non-Christian lands. Yet whilst
scholars have revealed much about the
Jesuits' innovative educational
endeavours, and their numerous
missions to the Americas, Asia and the
Sub-Continent, less attention has been
paid to the nature of the Jesuits' global
civilizing mission as a key feature of
their institutional character. Nor has
sufficient work been done to fully explain
the relationship between the Jesuits'
efforts to evangelize and civilize those
areas within the Catholic fold and those
without. Taking as its focus the city of
Naples, this study illuminates how the
Jesuits' work in a Catholic European
setting reflected their broader global
civilizing mission. Despite its Catholic
heritage, Naples was popularly
perceived as a place of spiritual and
social disorder, thus providing an
irresistible challenge to religious
reformers, such as the Jesuits, who
sought to 'civilize' the city. Drawing in
considerable numbers of the order,
Naples proved to be a training ground
for the Jesuits that shaped the order's
missionary praxis and influenced the
thinking of many who would later travel
further afield. By gaining a fuller
understanding of this process, it is
possible to better understand what
drove the Jesuits to craft and perpetuate
a cultural map that continues to
resonate down to our own times. This
book is published in conjunction with the

Jesuit Historical Institute series
'Bibliotheca Instituti Historici Societatis
Iesu'.
Street Fight in Naples University of
Pennsylvania Press
Maria Antonietta Visceglia, Politica e
regalità femminile nell'Europa della
prima età moderna.Qualche riflessione
comparativa sul ruolo delle regine
consorti;Luis Ribot García, Revueltas
urbanas en Sicilia (siglos XVI-
XVII);Giovanni Muto, Fedeltà e patria nel
lessico politico napoletano della prima
età moderna;Gérard Delille, Parenté et
politique: le reversement des XVIIe et
XVIIIe siècles;Giuseppe Talamo, Tra
fedeltà al Governo e ubbidienza al
papa;Adrian Lyttelton, Le origini di una
monarchia nazionale: tradizione e
innovazione nel culto di Casa Savoia
durante il Risorgimento;Giuseppe
Giarrizzo, Siciliani fuori di Sicilia;Michele
Ciliberto, Croce: e Gentile: elogio di
un'amicizia;Franco Pitocco, La storia tra
scienza e letteratura (cioè: non
scienza!). Appunti su H. White e il
Linguistic Turn per un corso mai tenuto
su "La crisi della storia"; Herman Van der
Wee, Flessibilità e crescita: la storia
economica allo specchio del passato;
Albertina Vittoria, "Leggi nei margini
bianchi di questa pagina": Girolamo
Sotgiu e gli "amici pedanti";Giorgio
Caredda, Il declino e l'impero;Eric
Hobsbawm, Nations and Nationalism in
the New Century; Indice dei nomi.
The 1624 Tumult of Mexico in
Perspective (c. 1620–1650) OUP Oxford
The first comprehensive study of
republicanism as a shared European
heritage, first published in 2002.
Antonio Serra and the Economics of
Good Government University of Chicago
Press
This volume deals with natural disasters
in late medieval and early modern
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central and southern Italy. Contributions
look at a range of catastrophic events
such as eruptions of Mount Vesuvius,
floods, earthquakes, and outbreaks of
plague and epidemics. A major aim of
this volume is to investigate the
relationship between catastrophic events
and different communication strategies
that embraced politics, religion,
propaganda, dissent, scholarship as well
as collective responses from the lower
segments of society. The contributors to
this volume share a multidisciplinary
approach to the study of natural
disasters which draws on disciplines
such as cultural and social history,
anthropology, literary theory, and
linguistics. Together with analyzing the
prolific production of propagandistic
material and literary sources issued in
periods of acute crisis, the
documentation on disasters studied in
this volume also includes laws and
emergency regulations, petitions and
pleas to the authorities, scientific and
medical treatises, manuscript and
printed newsletters as well as diplomatic
dispatches and correspondence.
Fear, Hope, Happiness: Philosophy
and Political Use Cambridge University
Press
In the cultural and social formations of
the past, practices exist for the
generation and integration of moments
having and giving sense with the
objective of strengthening the cultural
and social cohesion. Such practices and
processes have a constructive character,
even if this is not always the intention of
the actors themselves. As the production
of sense is one of the central fields of
action of cultural and political practice,
the articles examine with an
interdisciplinary perspective how, in
different contexts, the construction of
sense was organized and implemented

as a cultural practice.
Elogio della dissimulazione Oxford
University Press
From the mid-sixteenth century
onwards, the Italian Protomedicato
tribunals, Colleges of Physicians, or
Health Offices (jurisdiction varied from
state to state) required charlatans to
submit their wares for inspection and,
upon approval, pay a licence fee in order
to set up a stage from which to perform
and sell them. The licensing of
charlatans became an administrative
routine. As far as the medical
magistracies were concerned, charlatans
had a defineable identity, constituting a
specific trade or occupation. This book
studies the way charlatans were
represented, by contemporaries and by
historians, how they saw themselves
and, most importantly, it reconstructs
the place of charlatans in early modern
Italy. It explores the goods and services
charlatans provided, their dealings with
the public and their marketing
strategies. It does so from a range of
perspectives: social, cultural, economic,
political, geographical, biographical and,
of course, medical. Charlatans are not
just some curiosity on the fringes of
medicine: they offered health care to an
extraordinarily wide sector of the
population. Moreover, from their origins
in Renaissance Italy, the Italian
ciarlatano was the prototype for itinerant
medical practitioners throughout Europe.
This book offers a different look at
charlatans. It is the first to take seriously
the licences issued to charlatans in the
Italian states, compiling them into a
'charlatans database' of over 1,300
charlatans active throughout Italy over
the course of some three centuries. In
addition, it makes use of other types of
archival documents, such as trial records
and wills, to give the charlatans a human
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face, as well as a wide range of artistic
and printed sources, not forgetting the
output of the charlatans themselves, in
the form of handbills and pamphlets.
France and Slavery in the Early Modern
Mediterranean CUA Press
Examining new research, this excellent
volume presents a series of case-studies
exemplifying the new newspaper history.
Using cross-cultural comparisons, Joad
Raymond establishes an agenda for
answering crucial questions central to
the future histories of the political and
literary culture of early-modern Britain: *
What is the relationship between the
circulation of news in Britain and
communication networks elsewhere in
Europe? * Was the British development
of the media unique? * What are the
specific rhetorical properties of news-
communication in seventeeth-century
Britain? * What was the relationship
between commerce and politics? * How
do local exchanges of news relate to
national practices and institutions?
Previously published as a special issue of
the journal Media History, this book is
compulsory reading for researchers and
students of European history and media
studies alike.
Masks in the Serene Republic Univ of
California Press
The Continuity of Feudal Power is the
first modern study of an aristocratic
family in the kingdom of Naples, the
largest Italian state, during the period of
Spanish rule, 1503-1707.
Authority and Conflict Resolution in
the Iberian Atlantic Cambridge
University Press
2001 essay collection on the Italian
Church's attempt to control and censor
'knowledge' during the counter-
Reformation.
Inquisition, Forbidden Books and
Unbelief in Early Modern Venice Viella

Libreria Editrice
This volume questions the present-day
assumption holding the Italian
academies to be the model for the
European literary and learned society, by
juxtaposing them to other types of
contemporary literary and learned
associations in several Western
European countries.
Popular Politics in Barcelona, 1580–1640
Routledge
“Compelle intrare”: since the time of St
Augustine, St Luke’s words in the
parable of the Banquet have served as a
justification for forced conversion to
Christianity. Challenging this tradition, in
1686 Pierre Bayle denounced how a
literal interpretation of the parable had
led to a long line of crimes, and argued
that “nothing is more abominable than
obtaining conversion by coercion”. In
recent decades, scholarly research on
conversion in the Early Modern Age has
increasingly focused on intriguing
aspects such as the fluidity of converts’
identity and their crossing of borders –
both geographical and confessional. This
book takes a different perspective and
brings the focus back to the dark side of
conversion, to the varying degrees of
violence that accompanied Catholic
missionary activities in the non-
European World in the 16th and 17th
centuries. The essays collected here
examine three areas where, sometimes
visibly, sometimes much more subtly,
the violent aspects of conversion took
shape: doctrine, missionary practice, and
the conversion narratives. Investigating
the connection between violence and
conversion is a way to reflect not only on
the early modern world, but also on that
of the present day, when conversion –
including by coercion – has yet again
become a significant issue.
Germaine de Staël and the Idea of Italy
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Wayne State University Press
Informed by currents in sociology,
cultural anthropology, and literary
theory, Galileo, Courtier is neither a
biography nor a conventional history of
science. In the court of the Medicis and
the Vatican, Galileo fashioned both his
career and his science to the demands of
patronage and its complex systems of
wealth, power, and prestige. Biagioli
argues that Galileo's courtly role was
integral to his science—the questions he
chose to examine, his methods, even his
conclusions. Galileo, Courtier is a
fascinating cultural and social history of
science highlighting the workings of
power, patronage, and credibility in the
development of science.
For the Common Good Routledge
This book offers a perspective on Irish
History from the late sixteenth to the
end of the seventeenth century. Many of
the chapters address, from national,

regional and individual perspectives, the
key events, institutions and processes
that transformed the history of early
modern Ireland. Others probe the nature
of Anglo-Irish relations, Ireland's
ambiguous constitutional position during
these years and the problems inherent in
running a multiple monarchy. Where
appropriate, the volume adopts a wider
comparative approach and casts fresh
light on a range of historiographical
debates, including the 'New British
Histories', the nature of the 'General
Crisis' and the question of Irish
exceptionalism. Collectively, these
essays challenge and complicate
traditional paradigms of conquest and
colonization. By examining the
inconclusive and contradictory manner
in which English and Scottish colonists
established themselves in the island, it
casts further light on all of its inhabitants
during the early modern period.


