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Shamanism in North America University of California Press
Wayward Shamans tells the story of an idea that humanity’s first
expression of art, religion and creativity found form in the figure
of a proto-priest known as a shaman. Tracing this classic category
of the history of anthropology back to the emergence of the term
in Siberia, the work follows the trajectory of European knowledge
about the continent’s eastern frontier. The ethnographic record
left by German natural historians engaged in the Russian colonial
expansion project in the 18th century includes a range of
shamanic practitioners, varied by gender and age. Later accounts
by exiled Russian revolutionaries noted transgendered shamans.
This variation vanished, however, in the translation of shamanism
into archaeology theory, where a male sorcerer emerged as the
key agent of prehistoric art. More recent efforts to provide a
universal shamanic explanation for rock art via South Africa and
neurobiology likewise gloss over historical evidence of diversity.
By contrast this book argues for recognizing indeterminacy in the
categories we use, and reopening them by recalling their complex
history.
Songs of the Shaman Berghahn Books
For thousands of years, spiritual questions have haunted the
hearts and minds of humankind. Do higher powers exist, and if so,
what is our relationship to them? And how else might we interpret
seemingly miraculous events such as faith healing, out-of-body
experiences, and extrasensory perceptions? Wondrous Healing
traces the human capacity for religious belief to the success of
ancient healing rituals, such as chanting to calm women in
childbirth or rhythmic dancing to reduce trauma from wounds.

Those who accepted these hypnotic suggestions were far more
likely to receive positive benefits from the "healing." The
apparent success of such rituals, McClenon argues, led to the
development of shamanism, humankind's first religion.
Controversial and daring, McClenon's theory is based on his
extensive research and firsthand observation of modern
shamanistic performances across Asia and North America. His
evidence supports the argument that evolutionary processes
developed a biological basis for religion. McClenon's historical and
anthropological analyses of these issues explore the relationship
between science, society, and spirituality.
Shamanism and the Origin of States Routledge
Shamanism has always been of great interest to anthropologists.
More recently it has been discovered by westerners, especially
New Age followers. This book breaks new ground byexamining
pristine shamanism in Greenland, among people contacted late
by Western missionaries and settlers. On the basis of material
only available in Danish, and presented herein English for the first
time, the author questions Mircea Eliade's well-known definition of
the shaman as the master of ecstasy and suggests that his role
has to be seen as that of a master of spirits. The ambivalent
nature of the shaman and the spirit world in the tough Arctic
environment is then contrasted with the more benign attitude to
shamanism in the New Age movement. After presenting
descriptions of their organizations and accounts by participants,
the author critically analyses the role of neo-shamanic courses
and concludes that it is doubtful to consider what isoffered as
shamanism.
The Imam of the Christians Psychology Press
Tribal peoples believe that the shaman experiences, absorbs, and
communicates a special mode of power, sustaining and healing.
This book discusses American Indian shamanic traditions,

particularly those of the Woodland Ojibway, in terms drawn from
the classical shamanism of Siberian peoples. Using a cultural-
historical method, John A. Grim describes the spiritual formation
of shamans, male and female, and elucidates the special religious
experience that they transmit to their tribes. Writing as a
historian of religion well acquainted with ethnological materials,
Grim identifies four patterns in the shamanic experience:
cosmology, tribal sanction, ritual reenactment, and trance
experience. Relating those concepts to the Siberian and Ojibway
experiences, he draws on mythology, sociology, anthropology,
and psychology to paint a picture of shamanism that is both
particularized and interpretative. As religious personalities,
shamans are important today because of their singular ability to
express symbolically the forces that animate the tribal
cosmology. Often identifying themselves with primordial earth
processes, shamans develop symbol systems drawn from the
archetypal earth images that are vital to their psychic healing
technique. This particular ability to resonate with the natural
world is felt as an important need in our time. Those readers who
identify with American Indians as they confront modern
technological society will value this introduction to our native
shamanic traditions and to the religious experience itself. The
author's discussion of Ojibway practices is the most
comprehensive short treatment available, written with a fine
poetic feeling that reflects the literary expressiveness inherent in
American Indian religion and thought.
Shamans Among Us: Schizophrenia, Shamanism and the
Evolutionary Origins of Religion University of Oklahoma Press
The ancient practice of shamanism touches many cultures and
spiritual philosophies. This book offers an in-depth look at the
beliefs and practices centered on the shaman, a person believed
to have powers to heal and communicate with the spirit world. It
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explores shamanism and its associated myths, artifacts, and
legends as a communally endorsed acknowledgment of the
supernatural or spirit world that evolved in the Neolithic Period
and continues to appeal today. The work is heavily illustrated,
featuring more than 90 of the author’s drawings of masks,
fetishes, carvings and ongon, and 40 rare photographs of
shamans, medicine men and women, and healers.
Shamanism Bloomsbury Publishing
Publisher Description
Wayward Shamans Routledge
This book discusses the evolution of Mongolian shamanism from
the distant past to the collapse of great empires such as the Yuan
Dynasty in the fourteenth century, drawing on archeological
findings and historical resources like the Mongolian Secret
History. Further, it introduces readers to the cultural and
ideological differences between Mongolian shamanists, who
believe in the Eternal Blue Sky, and modern Mongols, who follow
Buddhist teachings. In closing, the authors put forward the idea
that Mongolian shamanism could have helped build great
empires, emphasizing, e.g., shamanism’s influence on Mongolian
culture and literature in the Middle Ages.
Tragic Spirits Rowman & Littlefield
Shamanism can be defined as the practice of initiated shamans
who are distinguished by their mastery of a range of altered
states of consciousness. Shamanism arises from the actions the
shaman takes in non-ordinary reality and the results of those
actions in ordinary reality. It is not a religion, yet it demands
spiritual discipline and personal sacrifice from the mature shaman
who seeks the highest stages of mystical development.
On the origin of the word shaman University of Chicago Press
Shamanism has always been of great interest to anthropologists.
More recently it has been "discovered" by westerners, especially
New Age followers. This book breaks new ground byexamining
pristine shamanism in Greenland, among people contacted late
by Western missionaries and settlers. On the basis of material
only available in Danish, and presented herein English for the first
time, the author questions Mircea Eliade's well-known definition of
the shaman as the master of ecstasy and suggests that his role
has to be seen as that of a master of spirits. The ambivalent
nature of the shaman and the spirit world in the tough Arctic
environment is then contrasted with the more benign attitude to

shamanism in the New Age movement. After presenting
descriptions of their organizations and accounts by participants,
the author critically analyses the role of neo-shamanic courses
and concludes that it is doubtful to consider what isoffered as
shamanism.
Shamanism Shoshanna Publications
How Christian leaders adapted the governmental practices and
political thought of their Muslim rulers in the Abbasid caliphate
The Imam of the Christians examines how Christian leaders
adopted and adapted the political practices and ideas of their
Muslim rulers between 750 and 850 in the Abbasid caliphate in
the Jazira (modern eastern Turkey and northern Syria). Focusing
on the writings of Dionysius of Tel-Mahre, the patriarch of the
Jacobite church, Philip Wood describes how this encounter
produced an Islamicate Christianity that differed from the
Christianities of Byzantium and western Europe in far more than
just theology. In doing so, Wood opens a new window on the
world of early Islam and Muslims’ interactions with other religious
communities. Wood shows how Dionysius and other Christian
clerics, by forging close ties with Muslim elites, were able to
command greater power over their coreligionists, such as the
right to issue canons regulating the lives of lay people, gather
tithes, and use state troops to arrest opponents. In his writings,
Dionysius advertises his ease in the courts of ʿAbd Allah ibn Tahir
in Raqqa and the caliph al-Ma’mun in Baghdad, presenting
himself as an effective advocate for the interests of his fellow
Christians because of his knowledge of Arabic and his ability to
redeploy Islamic ideas to his own advantage. Strikingly, Dionysius
even claims that, like al-Ma’mun, he is an imam since he leads his
people in prayer and rules them by popular consent. A wide-
ranging examination of Middle Eastern Christian life during a
critical period in the development of Islam, The Imam of the
Christians is also a case study of the surprising workings of
cultural and religious adaptation.
Historical Dictionary of Shamanism Palgrave Macmillan
Delve into the Magickal Side of I Ching Divination The Book of
Changes (I Ching) is more than just an oracle--it is also an
incredibly powerful tool for theoretical and practical magick and
meditation. With this book, the magician can learn to use the
primal elemental forces of the universe as they are revealed in
the ancient Hexagrams. For the first time in a study of esoteric

practices, Magick, Shamanism & Taoism provides the regular
Chinese word-characters for the Hexagrams as well as
representations of their archaic antecedents, based on the
earliest known examples of Chinese calligraphy. This opens up
the potential for creating interesting and authentic variants for
talismanic magick. The I Ching is comparable to the well-known
Qabalistic Tree of Life. Like the Qabalah, it comprises a "cosmic
map" that seeks to define categories for all the possible
permutations of elements and circumstances existing in the
universal cycle of creation and destruction. Those familiar with
the Qabalah will find this to be a perfect complementary system
of universal symbols. This book is primarily concerned with the
Book of Changes and its links to Taoism, the magickal practices of
the Chinese Wu, and related schools of thought. My ambition has
been to open up the I Ching so that it can be approached on
several levels, all of which are important aspects of the overall
whole. Whereas most books on the I Ching focus on the system's
oracles as a means to divination, my work builds on that
important base to include the potential for magickal rites and
meditations, blending traditional ideas with contemporary
experimentation. In this way, it allows for a greater personal
appreciation and assimilation of the primal elemental forces that
underpin the Trigrams and Hexagrams. In doing so, it not only
describes the basic tools appropriate for Chinese-style magick,
but also explains the symbolism and esoteric theory behind their
use. Parallels that I have drawn between Taoism and other
worldviews such as shamanism, Ninjutsu, Shinto, Thelema, and
Tantra help to broaden and explain fundamental occult concepts.
Hexagram correspondences bring together interpretations of the
figures with related symbols, gods, ritual instruments, and
appropriate magickal workings in a way never before attempted
in a work on the I Ching. -Richard Herne
An Encyclopedia of Shamanism Volume 1 Berghahn Books
As a “wild,” drumming thunder shaman, a warrior mounted on her
spirit horse, Francisca Kolipi’s spirit traveled to other historical
times and places, gaining the power and knowledge to conduct
spiritual warfare against her community’s enemies, including
forestry companies and settlers. As a “civilized” shaman,
Francisca narrated the Mapuche people’s attachment to their
local sacred landscapes, which are themselves imbued with
shamanic power, and constructed nonlinear histories of intra- and
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interethnic relations that created a moral order in which Mapuche
become history’s spiritual victors. Thunder Shaman represents an
extraordinary collaboration between Francisca Kolipi and
anthropologist Ana Mariella Bacigalupo, who became Kolipi’s
“granddaughter,” trusted helper, and agent in a mission of
historical (re)construction and myth-making. The book describes
Francisca’s life, death, and expected rebirth, and shows how she
remade history through multitemporal dreams, visions, and spirit
possession, drawing on ancestral beings and forest spirits as
historical agents to obliterate state ideologies and the colonialist
usurpation of indigenous lands. Both an academic text and a
powerful ritual object intended to be an agent in shamanic
history, Thunder Shaman functions simultaneously as a shamanic
“bible,” embodying Francisca’s power, will, and spirit long after
her death in 1996, and an insightful study of shamanic historical
consciousness, in which biography, spirituality, politics, ecology,
and the past, present, and future are inextricably linked. It
demonstrates how shamans are constituted by historical-political
and ecological events, while they also actively create history itself
through shamanic imaginaries and narrative forms.
Shamans, Nostalgias, and the IMF BRILL
Thirty years ago, anthropologist Laurel Kendall did intensive
fieldwork among South Korea’s (mostly female) shamans and
their clients as a reflection of village women’s lives. In the
intervening decades, South Korea experienced an unprecedented
economic, social, political, and material transformation and
Korean villages all but disappeared. And the shamans? Kendall
attests that they not only persist but are very much a part of
South Korean modernity. This enlightening and entertaining study
of contemporary Korean shamanism makes the case for the
dynamism of popular religious practice, the creativity of those we
call shamans, and the necessity of writing about them in the
present tense. Shamans thrive in South Korea’s high-rise cities,
working with clients who are largely middle class and
technologically sophisticated. Emphasizing the shaman’s work as
open and mutable, Kendall describes how gods and ancestors
articulate the changing concerns of clients and how the ritual
fame of these transactions has itself been transformed by urban
sprawl, private cars, and zealous Christian proselytizing. For most
of the last century Korean shamans were reviled as practitioners
of antimodern superstition; today they are nostalgically

celebrated icons of a vanished rural world. Such superstition and
tradition occupy flip sides of modernity’s coin—the one by
confuting, the other by obscuring, the beating heart of shamanic
practice. Kendall offers a lively account of shamans, who once
ministered to the domestic crises of farmers, as they address the
anxieties of entrepreneurs whose dreams of wealth are matched
by their omnipresent fears of ruin. Money and access to foreign
goods provoke moral dilemmas about getting and spending;
shamanic rituals express these through the longings of the dead
and the playful antics of greedy gods, some of whom have
acquired a taste for imported whiskey. No other book-length
study captures the tension between contemporary South Korean
life and the contemporary South Korean shamans’ work. Kendall’s
familiarity with the country and long association with her subjects
permit nuanced comparisons between a 1970s "then" and recent
encounters—some with the same shamans and clients—as South
Korea moved through the 1990s, endured the Asian Financial
Crisis, and entered the new millennium. She approaches her
subject through multiple anthropological lenses such that readers
interested in religion, ritual performance, healing, gender,
landscape, material culture, modernity, and consumption will find
much of interest here.
Shamanism St. Martin's Essentials
A remarkable array of people have been called shamans, while
the phenomena identified as shamanism continues to proliferate.
This second edition of the Historical Dictionary of Shamanism
contains with examples from antiquity up to today, and from
Siberia (where the term “shaman” originated) to Amazonia, South
Africa, Chicago and many other places. Many claims about
shamans and shamanism are contentious and all are worthy of
discussion. In the most widespread understandings, terms seem
to refer particularly to people who alter states of consciousness or
enter trances in order to seek knowledge and help from powerful
other-than-human persons, perhaps “spirits”. But this says only a
little about the artists, community leaders, spiritual healers or
hucksters, travelers in alternative realities and so on to which the
label “shaman” has been applied. This second edition contains a
chronology, an introduction, and extensive bibliography. The
dictionary contains over 500 cross-referenced dictionary entries
on individuals, groups, practices and cultures that have been
called “shamanic”. This book is an excellent access point for

students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about
Shamanism.
Cave Paintings and the Human Spirit University of Oklahoma
Press
“This guy does next level stuff. I have worked with him and I have
no idea how or why he is able to do some of the things I have
witnessed. Science is just catching up with biohacking. It’s time to
start studying spirit hacking and how Shaman Durek can achieve
the tangible results he achieves.” —Dave Asprey, author of the
New York Times bestseller, The Bulletproof Diet, Silicon Valley
investor and technology entrepreneur In Spirit Hacking: Shamanic
Keys to Reclaim Your Personal Power, Transform Yourself, and
Light Up the World, Shaman Durek, a sixth-generation shaman,
shares life altering shamanic keys allowing you to tap into your
personal power. Through new information you will banish fear and
darkness from your life in favor of light, positivity, and strength.
Shaman Durek’s bold and sometimes controversial wisdom
shakes loose our assumptions about ourselves and the very world
around us. He ultimately teaches us how to step fearlessly out of
this Blackout (the age of darkness we are currently experiencing)
and access a place of fierce empowerment by use of tools and
techniques of timeless Shamanic tradition. This transformation is
both personal and collective; as individuals step out of darkness
and begin to experience the light, we bring our loved ones and
communities out of the shadows as well. Shaman Durek inherited
a rich legacy of ancient wisdom and now shares this knowledge
for a modern context. He advises everyone from celebrities like
Gwyneth Paltrow and Nina Dobrev to innovative executives such
as Bullet-Proof Coffee founder Dave Asprey. Spirit Hacking
shatters readers’ complacency, giving them tools to navigate the
tumultuous times in which we find ourselves. We will emerge from
this period happier, lighter, and more vibrant than ever before.
How God Becomes Real University of Texas Press
Shamanism is commonly understood through reference to spirits
and souls. However, these terms were introduced by Christian
missionaries as part of the colonial effort of conversion. So, rather
than trying to comprehend shamanism through medieval
European concepts, this book examines it through ideas that
started developing in the West after encountering Amerindian
shamans. Microbes and Other Shamanic Beings develops three
major arguments: First, since their earliest accounts Amerindian
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shamanic notions have had more in common with current
microbial ecology than with Christian religious beliefs. Second,
the human senses allow the unaided perception of the microbial
world; for example, entoptic vision allows one to see microscopic
objects flowing through the retina and shamans employ
techniques that enhance precisely these kinds of perception.
Lastly, the theory that some diseases are produced by living
agents acquired through contagion was proposed right after
Contact in relation to syphilis, an important subject of pre-Contact
Amerindian medicine and mythology, which was treasured and
translated by European physicians. Despite these early
translations, the West took four centuries to rediscover germs and
bring microbiology into mainstream science. Giraldo Herrera
reclaims this knowledge and lays the fundaments for an
ethnomicrobiology. It will appeal to anyone curious about
shamanism and willing to take it seriously and to those enquiring
about the microbiome, our relations with microbes and the long
history behind them.
The Norse Shaman Simon and Schuster
Native Americans believed that it was their responsibility to
maintain harmony in the natural world on which they depended
by performing a variety of rituals. Shamans were credited with
exceptional powers to act on behalf of the community. They
claimed to be capable of separating their spirits from their bodies
and interceding with those spirits that controlled the many forces
of nature. Having studied the subject at first hand during his
many visits to American tribes, Dr. Norman Bancroft Hunt sets out
the richly rewarding results of his research in this survey of
shamanic traditions and practices in various Native American
groups. Shamanism in North America is profusely illustrated with

the most remarkable masks, effigies, and implements used by
shamans and includes evocative images of the often harsh
wilderness inhabited by the tribes under discussion, as well as
some revealing historical photographs of shamans.
The Woman in the Shaman's Body CreateSpace
An experiential guide to the wisdom preserved in Europe’s far
north • Includes shamanic journeys to connect with deities and
your ancestral shamans • Provides step-by-step instructions to
prepare for and conduct a seiðr ceremony • Draws on
archaeological evidence and surviving written records from
Iceland • Reveals the long tradition of female shamans in
northern European shamanism Shamanism is humanity’s oldest
spiritual tradition. In much of the Western world, the indigenous
pre-Christian spiritual practices have been lost. Yet at the
northern fringes of Europe, Christianity did not displace the
original shamanic practices until the end of the Viking age.
Remnants of Norse shamanic spirituality have survived in myths,
folk traditions, and written records from Iceland, providing many
clues about the ancient European shaman’s world, especially
when examined in conjunction with other shamanic cultures in
northern Eurasia, such as the Sami and the tribes of Siberia.
Reconstructing the shamanic practices of the hunter-gatherers of
Scandinavia, Evelyn Rysdyk explores the evolution of Norse
shamanism from its earliest female roots to the pre-Christian
Viking Age. She explains how to enter Yggdrasil, the World Tree,
to travel to other realms and provides shamanic journeys to
connect with the ancestral shamans of your family tree, including
the Norse goddess Freyja, the very first shaman. She offers
exercises to connect with the ancient goddesses of fate, the
Norns, and introduces the overnight wilderness quest of útiseta

for reconnecting with the powers of nature. She explains the key
concepts of Ørlög and Wyrd--the two most powerful forces that
shape human lives--and provides exercises for letting go of
harmful behavior patterns and transforming simple knowledge
into profound wisdom by connecting with Óðinn. Thoroughly
examining the shamanic rituals of seiðr, the oracular magic of the
Nordic cultures, the author provides step-by-step instructions to
prepare for and conduct a seiðr ceremony, including creating your
own seiðr staff and hood, and explores the ancestral use of
shamanic songs or varðlokur to accompany the ceremony. Woven
throughout these exercises, Rysdyk provides archaeological
evidence from Neolithic sites supporting the long tradition of
venerating wise women, grandmothers, and mothers in ancient
cultures and the important role of female shamans at the heart of
northern European shamanism. Providing an accessible guide for
anyone trying to fulfill their shamanic callings, these powerful
rituals can provide personal healing and a clear path for finding
our way into a harmonious relationship with the natural world.
The Nature of Shamanism SUNY Press
First published in 2004. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor &
Francis, an informa company.
Microbes and Other Shamanic Beings Princeton University Press
The first book in the English language devoted to the study of
Korean shaman songs, this book is essential reading for those
with an interest in Korean shamanism, the literature and cultural
history of Korea, and shamanism and oral literature in general.
Shamanism, commonly regarded as the oldest religion in Korea, is
still a force in the modern industrial society of today. Korean
shamans, performing their rituals, sing and dance for the gods
they worship as they have done for centuries.


