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Kathy Acker In Memoriam to Identity
FINALIST FOR THE PULITZER PRIZE • NATIONAL BESTSELLER • A
bewitching story collection from a writer hailed as “the most
darkly playful voice in American fiction” (Michael Chabon) and “a
national treasure” (Neil Gaiman). NAMED ONE OF THE BEST
BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY BookPage • BuzzFeed • Chicago Tribune
• Kirkus Reviews • NPR • San Francisco Chronicle • Slate • Time
• Toronto Star • The Washington Post She has been hailed by
Michael Chabon as “the most darkly playful voice in American
fiction” and by Neil Gaiman as “a national treasure.” Now Kelly
Link’s eagerly awaited new collection—her first for adult readers
in a decade—proves indelibly that this bewitchingly original writer
is among the finest we have. Link has won an ardent following for
her ability, with each new short story, to take readers deeply into
an unforgettable, brilliantly constructed fictional universe. The
nine exquisite examples in this collection show her in full
command of her formidable powers. In “The Summer People,” a
young girl in rural North Carolina serves as uneasy caretaker to
the mysterious, never-quite-glimpsed visitors who inhabit the
cottage behind her house. In “I Can See Right Through You,” a
middle-aged movie star makes a disturbing trip to the Florida
swamp where his former on- and off-screen love interest is
shooting a ghost-hunting reality show. In “The New Boyfriend,” a
suburban slumber party takes an unusual turn, and a teenage
friendship is tested, when the spoiled birthday girl opens her big
present: a life-size animated doll. Hurricanes, astronauts, evil
twins, bootleggers, Ouija boards, iguanas, The Wizard of Oz,
superheroes, the Pyramids . . . These are just some of the
talismans of an imagination as capacious and as full of wonder as
that of any writer today. But as fantastical as these stories can
be, they are always grounded by sly humor and an innate
generosity of feeling for the frailty—and the hidden strengths—of
human beings. In Get in Trouble, this one-of-a-kind talent
expands the boundaries of what short fiction can do. Praise for
Get in Trouble “Ridiculously brilliant . . . These stories make you
laugh while staring into the void.”—The Boston Globe “When it
comes to literary magic, Link is the real deal: clever, surprising,
affecting, fluid and funny.”—San Francisco Chronicle
My Life as a Spy Grove Press
Recently discovered and never before published, these two short
novels were written in the early 1970s, at the beginning of
Acker's writing career. Published together here, they reveal a
young writer on a literary romp, imposing an original, sexy, and
subversive world view that is unmistakably Acker.
Investigations in a Secret Police File Grove Press
On an icy night in October 1984, a Piper Navajo commuter plane
carrying 9 passengers crashed in the remote wilderness of
northern Alberta, killing 6 people. Four survived: the rookie pilot,

a prominent politician, a cop, and the criminal he was escorting
to face charges. Despite the poor weather, Erik Vogel, the 24-
year-old pilot, was under intense pressure to fly--a situation not
uncommon to pilots working for small airlines. Overworked and
exhausted, he feared losing his job if he refused to fly. Larry
Shaben, the author's father and Canada's first Muslim Cabinet
Minister, was commuting home after a busy week at the Alberta
Legislature. After Paul Archambault, a drifter wanted on an
outstanding warrant, boarded the plane, rookie Constable Scott
Deschamps decided, against RCMP regulations, to remove his
handcuffs--a decision that profoundly impacted the men's
survival. As they fought through the night to stay alive, the
dividing lines of power, wealth and status were erased and each
man was forced to confront the precious and limited nature of his
existence. The survivors forged unlikely friendships and through
them found strength and courage to rebuild their lives. Into the
Abyss is a powerful narrative that combines in-depth reporting
with sympathy and grace to explore how a single, tragic event
can upset our assumptions and become a catalyst for
transformation.
An Analysis of Blood and Guts in High School and In
Memoriam to Identity Grove Press
Poetry. Cover art: "Betty's Revenge" by Laurel Sparks.
"HYPERGLOSSIA is part anthropology, part anatomy; it is part
song and part dissonance. Yet Szymaszek's poetry is always too
wily, and too alive with its own pleasures--in short, too wise--to
accept any conscription to stable identity. In this 'skirmish with a
makeshift tongue,' the poet keeps us 'attuned to close-calls and
eruptions of selfhoods.' Demonstrating that language and identity
are 'a temporary site,' this poetry is a cultural mirroror,' full of sly
heresies which abet Szymaszek's poetic subversions so that she
is able to 'elude detection and find company.' Indeed, in her
company, we can be grateful to find such a 'superior sayerer.'"--
Elizabeth Robinson "HYPERGLOSSIA takes us on a journey into
the interior where the skin, both liminal and littoral, shifts before
us. This movement ('push the boats out / move them far from my
/ inaccuracy') struggles for and against the sense and eventual
record of it. Embodied and disembodied, orienting and
disorienting, the mind strives against where a soul might reside,
evading the shadows cast by disfigurement, estrangement, or
violence. But the itinerant cannot always cover her tracks and the
poet hangs on, asking, until the very end, 'what of my persuasion
now.'"--Ammiel Alcalay "'Who is Eustace, and where's use in that
name? How is his tongue doing that thing in my mouth? How is
her mouth doing this thing in my tongue?' Out beyond the laws of
kinship, HYPERGLOSSIA is equal parts kin with Kathy Acker's In
Memoriam to Identity and kari edwards's a day in the life of p.
Szymaszek's book proposes a world of post-mortality nobody can
be slain in absentia where bodies and souls are transported
trans-oceanically in leaky vessels whose very uselessness argues
for a radically queer trans-poetics, a kind of transmigratory being
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in which identity, like gender a tomb, can only fail because one
ceases to exist as this or that thing. HYPERGLOSSIA nourishes
trans-identity, an ailment not to be treated except with
anagrammatic homeopathies sibilant whispers which cure our
injured declarations of love by transmuting a language that
otherwise falsifies us into wholeness and pretends to fix us.
HYPERGLOSSIA is the critical form disruption takes to interrupt
the regime. This is writing as metempsychosis, activating a
movement across bodies and names, species and spaces, making
what's been excluded from sense sensible blown pink omissions
where we're all twice dying between honey and shipwreck."--Rob
Halpern
Kathy Acker: Get Rid of Meaning MIT Press
"This volume contains Acker's never-before published early
writings, documentation of her obscenity trial, and the definitive
interview about her life and work by Sylvère Lotringer."--Cover.
Kathy Acker Random House
In Memoriam to IdentityGrove Press
The End of Books--or Books Without End? Edinburgh University
Press
Considered as one of the greatest short stories in the Western
Canon, James Joyce's complex narrative "The Dead", explores the
intricate issues of identity and power through the lens of
language, patriarchy, and imperialism. These issues are directly
tied to the longstanding political turmoil of his native Ireland and
the social questions of his day. Joyce's story reveals that we often
achieve what we tried to avoid by pretending to be what we are
not. At 15,672 words The Dead is often considered a novella and
the best of Joyce's shorter works. James Joyce (1882–1941) was
an Irish novelist and poet, considered to be one of the most
influential writers in the modernist avant-garde of the early 20th
century. Joyce is best known for Ulysses (1922), a landmark work
in which the episodes of Homer's Odyssey are paralleled in an
array of contrasting literary styles, perhaps most prominent
among these the stream of consciousness technique he
perfected. Other major works are the short-story collection
Dubliners (1914), and the novels A Portrait of the Artist as a
Young Man (1916) and Finnegans Wake (1939). His complete
oeuvre also includes three books of poetry, a play, occasional
journalism, and his published letters.
A Fine Dessert: Four Centuries, Four Families, One
Delicious Treat Melville House
In this powerful novel set in contemporary Kandahar, an Afghan
woman approaches an American military base to demand the
return of her brother's body. At a stark outpost in the Kandahar
mountain range, a team of American soldiers watches a young
Afghan woman approach. She has come to beg for the return of
her brother's body. The camp's tense, claustrophobic atmosphere
comes to a boil as the men argue about what to do next. Taking
its cue from the Antigone myth, this significant, eloquent novel
re-creates the chaos, intensity, and immediacy of war, and
conveys the inevitable repercussions felt by the soldiers and their
families--especially one sister.
Resistant Representation in Amy Jones' The Slumber Party
Massacre, Tribe 8's Fist City, and Kathy Acker's In Memoriam to
Identity Penguin
A retelling of Robert Louis Stevenson’s Treasure Island, Pussy,
King of the Pirates is a dizzyingly imaginative foray through world
history, literature, and language itself.
Empire of the Senseless Simon and Schuster
This project is a feminist study of the idiosyncratic oeuvre of
Kathy Acker and how her unique art and politics, located at the
explosive intersection of punk, postmodernism, and feminism,
critiques and exemplifies late twentieth-century capitalism. There
is no female or feminist writer like Kathy Acker (and probably no

male either). Her body of work—nine novels, novellas, essays,
reviews, poetry, and film scripts, published in a period spanning
the 1970s to the mid 1990s—is the most developed body of
contemporary feminist postmodernist work and of the punk
aesthetic in a literary form. Some 20 years after her death, Kathy
Acker: Punk Writer gives a detailed and comprehensive analysis
of how Acker melds the philosophy and poetics of the European
avant-garde with the vernacular and ethos of her punk subculture
to voice an idiosyncratic feminist radical politics in literary form: a
punk feminism. With its aesthetics of shock, transgression,
parody, Debordian détournement, caricature, and montage, her
oeuvre reimagines the fin-de-siècle United States as a schlock
horror film for her punk girl protagonist: Acker’s cipher for herself
and other rebellious and nonconformist women. This approach
will allow the reader to more fully understand Acker as a writer
who inhabits an explosive and creative nexus of contemporary
women’s writing, punk culture, and punk feminism’s reimagining
of late capitalism. This vital work will be an important text at both
undergraduate and graduate levels in gender and women’s
studies, postmodern studies, and twentieth-century American
literature.
After Kathy Acker Random House
Facing the trauma of an abortion, a young woman mentally
escapes by setting out on a series of adventures as Don Quixote
Male Matters W. W. Norton & Company
Kathy Acker was a punk-rock counter-cultural icon, and innovator
of the literary underground. The interviews collected here span
her amazing, uncompromising, and often misunderstood 30-year
career. From Acker's earliest interviews--filled with playful,
evasive, and counter-intuitive responses--to the last interview
before her death where she reflects on the state of American
literature, these interviews capture the writer at her funny and
surprising best. Another highlight includes Acker's 1997 interview
with the Spice Girls on the forces of pop and feminism (which
reads as if it could have been conducted with a new generation of
pop star in 2018).
Blood and Guts in High School Semiotext(e)
A collection of three early, self-published novels by the author of
Empire of the Senseless. Beginning with The Childlike Life of the
Black Tarantula in 1973, Kathy Acker set out on a brilliant journey
toward the boundaries of modern fiction that has made her one
of the most celebrated novelists of her generation. From the
start, Kathy Acker created a brash and sexy female voice as
shocking as the worlds she invokes. In Childlike Life she steps
into the biography of a Mississippi murderess who falls in love
with a famous lawyer. In I Dreamt I Was A Nymphomaniac she
takes a man capable of deceiving both sexes as her lover in a
dreamy odyssey through the labyrinth of her desires. In The Adult
Life Toulouse Lautrec is a woman starved for love and sex. All of
Acker’s obsessions “the frenzy of sexual desire, the search for
identity, the invention of a new literary language” are present
here with savage purity and raw energy. Includes: The Childlike
Life of the Black Tarantula by the Black Tarantula I Dreamt I Was
a Nymphomaniac: Imagining The Adult Life of Toulouse Lautrec
by Henri Toulouse Lautrec Praise for Kathy Acker and Portrait of
an Eye “A countercultural hero who hybridized elements of punk,
literary postmodernism, feminism, and critical theory in her
public identity and in her literary works.” —New Republic “For
Kathy, the breakthrough was her first serial novel, The Childlike
Life of the Black Tarantula . . . she lifts lines from old biographies
of murderesses. She adopts their picaresque style and switches
out I for she. And suddenly, she’s off, and she can say anything.”
—Chris Kraus, Paris Review
Punk Writer RH Childrens Books
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • A modern American epic set
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against the panorama of contemporary politics and culture—a
hurtling, page-turning mystery that is equal parts The Great
Gatsby and The Bonfire of the Vanities NAMED ONE OF THE BEST
BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY NPR • PBS • HARPER’S BAZAAR •
ESQUIRE • FINANCIAL TIMES • THE TIMES OF INDIA On the day of
Barack Obama’s inauguration, an enigmatic billionaire from
foreign shores takes up residence in the architectural jewel of
“the Gardens,” a cloistered community in New York’s Greenwich
Village. The neighborhood is a bubble within a bubble, and the
residents are immediately intrigued by the eccentric newcomer
and his family. Along with his improbable name, untraceable
accent, and unmistakable whiff of danger, Nero Golden has
brought along his three adult sons: agoraphobic, alcoholic Petya,
a brilliant recluse with a tortured mind; Apu, the flamboyant
artist, sexually and spiritually omnivorous, famous on twenty
blocks; and D, at twenty-two the baby of the family, harboring an
explosive secret even from himself. There is no mother, no wife;
at least not until Vasilisa, a sleek Russian expat, snags the
septuagenarian Nero, becoming the queen to his king—a queen
in want of an heir. Our guide to the Goldens’ world is their
neighbor René, an ambitious young filmmaker. Researching a
movie about the Goldens, he ingratiates himself into their
household. Seduced by their mystique, he is inevitably implicated
in their quarrels, their infidelities, and, indeed, their crimes.
Meanwhile, like a bad joke, a certain comic-book villain embarks
upon a crass presidential run that turns New York upside-down.
Set against the strange and exuberant backdrop of current
American culture and politics, The Golden House also marks
Salman Rushdie’s triumphant and exciting return to realism. The
result is a modern epic of love and terrorism, loss and
reinvention—a powerful, timely story told with the daring and
panache that make Salman Rushdie a force of light in our dark
new age. Praise for The Golden House “[A] modern masterpiece .
. . telling a story full of wonder and leaving you marveling at how
it ever came out of the author’s head.”—Associated Press “Wildly
satiric and yet piercingly real . . . If F. Scott Fitzgerald, Homer,
Euripides, and Shakespeare collaborated on a contemporary fall-
of-an-empire epic set in New York City, the result would be The
Golden House.”—Poets & Writers “A tonic addition to
American—no, world!—literature . . . a Greek tragedy with Indian
roots and New York coordinates.”—San Francisco Chronicle
Get in Trouble Serpents Tail
The author of Empire of the Senseless gives the Dickens classic a
punk twist, setting it in 1980s New York City. Kathy Acker’s
practice of literary appropriation and pastiche made her
notorious—as a rebel and a groundbreaker—when Great
Expectations was first published in 1982. Here, she begins
rewriting Charles Dickens’s classic—splicing it with passages from
Pierre Guyotat’s sexually violent Eden, Eden, Eden, among other
texts—alongside Acker’s trademark pithy dialogue, as well as
prank missives to the likes of Susan Sontag, Sylvère Lotringer,
and God. At the center of this form-shifting narrative, Acker’s
protagonist collects an inheritance following her mother’s suicide,
which compels her to revisit and reinterpret traumatic scenes
from the past. Switching perspectives, identities, genders, and
centuries, the speaker lustily ransacks world literature to
celebrate and challenge the discourse around art, love, life, and
death. Praise for Great Expectations “Great Expectations in its
boisterousness and strong language and sense of the injustice-of-
it-all is closely related to Henry Miller.” —Carolyn See, Los
Angeles Times “Acker’s most accomplished experimental work. . .
. As she says in Great Expectations, “a narrative is an emotional
moving.” It should be, but she’s one of the few people . . . who
manage to blend that kind of warmth, gutsiness, and skill.”

—Sally O’Driscoll, Village Voice “[Acker’s] most completely
unified work of art. . . . One that by its formal concentration and
its unified shape at every depth of reading fulfills the sort of
demands that Sterne or Canetti makes of the novelist.” —Alain
Robbe-Grillet “A postmodern Colette with echoes of Cleland’s
Fanny Hill.” —William S. Burroughs
The Destruction of the U.S. Charles C Thomas Publisher
Rich girl, street punk, lost girl and icon ... scholar, stripper, victim
and media-whore: The late Kathy Acker's legend and writings are
wrapped in mythologies, created mostly by Acker herself. The
media storm that surrounded Kathy Acker's books was
unprecedented: her books were banned in several countries and
condemned by the mainstream media, but eventually the
controversy, and attention, faded away. Twenty years after her
untimely death aged just 50, Acker's legend has faded, making
her writing more legible. In this first, fully authorized biography,
Kraus approaches Acker both as a writer, and as a member of the
artistic communities from which she emerged. At once forensic
and intimate, After Kathy Acker traces the extreme discipline and
literary strategies Acker used to develop her work, and the
contradictions she longed to embody. Using exhaustive archival
research and ongoing conversations with mutual colleagues and
friends, Kraus charts Acker's movement through some of the late
twentieth century's most significant artistic enterprises.
Reading Interactive Narratives Grove Press
An exploration of the possibilities of hypertext fiction as art form
and entertainment
Kathy Acker, Materialist Feminism and Postmodernism Schwartz
& Wade
Katherine Verdery analyzes the 2,781 page surveillance file the
Romanian secret police compiled on her during her research trips
to Transylvania in the 1970s and 1980s. Reading it led her to
question her identity and also revealed how deeply the secret
police was embedded in everyday life.
Posthumanism, Feminism, and Anti-patriarchal Language in Kathy
Acker’s In Memoriam to Identity Edinburgh University Press
Transnationalism in Practice brings together fourteen essays
written by Paul Giles between 1994 and 2009 on the subjects of
American studies, literature and religion. In an introduction
written especially for the collection, Giles traces the evolution of
critical transnationalism as it developed through the 1980s and
1990s. The volume includes "e;Reconstructing American
Studies"e; (1994), one of the first articles to address the field
from a transnational perspective, along with other pieces on
methodological and practical issues surrounding the
internationalization of American studies. The essays on American
literature contain work on Theodore Dreiser, Henry James and the
critic F. O. Matthiessen, along with a new study of Jamaica
Kincaid in relation to postcolonialism. The section on religion
traces the circulation of secularized forms of Catholicism in U.S.
culture, from nineteenth-century slave narratives to the musical
performances of Bruce Springsteen. Transnationalism in Practice
ranges widely, from the culture of colonial America to the novels
of Robert Coover and Kathy Acker, while also encompassing a
broad range of interdisciplinary topics, from the presidency of
George W. Bush to the role of religion in American society. This
book will be of interest to all of those concerned with the place of
U.S. culture in the world today.
Great Expectations Grove Press
In her 10th novel, Acker's heroine, Laurie, is a woman helpless
before the fury of her emotions. Love-obsessed, Laurie is plunged
into a harrowing dilemma--sexuality and her feminism are the
two poles that threaten to obliterate her inner poise, the false
magic of her woman's identity.


