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StalinA BiographyHarvard University Press
Young Stalin Yale University Press
“Monumental.” —The New York Times Book Review Pulitzer Prize-finalist Stephen Kotkin has written
the definitive biography of Joseph Stalin, from collectivization and the Great Terror to the conflict
with Hitler's Germany that is the signal event of modern world history In 1929, Joseph Stalin, having
already achieved dictatorial power over the vast Soviet Empire, formally ordered the systematic
conversion of the world’s largest peasant economy into “socialist modernity,” otherwise known as
collectivization, regardless of the cost. What it cost, and what Stalin ruthlessly enacted, transformed
the country and its ruler in profound and enduring ways. Building and running a dictatorship, with
life and death power over hundreds of millions, made Stalin into the uncanny figure he became.
Stephen Kotkin’s Stalin: Waiting for Hitler, 1929–1941 is the story of how a political system forged
an unparalleled personality and vice versa. The wholesale collectivization of some 120 million
peasants necessitated levels of coercion that were extreme even for Russia, and the resulting mass
starvation elicited criticism inside the party even from those Communists committed to the
eradication of capitalism. But Stalin did not flinch. By 1934, when the Soviet Union had stabilized
and socialism had been implanted in the countryside, praise for his stunning anti-capitalist success
came from all quarters. Stalin, however, never forgave and never forgot, with shocking
consequences as he strove to consolidate the state with a brand new elite of young strivers like
himself. Stalin’s obsessions drove him to execute nearly a million people, including the military
leadership, diplomatic and intelligence officials, and innumerable leading lights in culture. While
Stalin revived a great power, building a formidable industrialized military, the Soviet Union was
effectively alone and surrounded by perceived enemies. The quest for security would bring Soviet
Communism to a shocking and improbable pact with Nazi Germany. But that bargain would not
unfold as envisioned. The lives of Stalin and Hitler, and the fates of their respective dictatorships,
drew ever closer to collision, as the world hung in the balance. Stalin: Waiting for Hitler, 1929–1941
is a history of the world during the build-up to its most fateful hour, from the vantage point of
Stalin’s seat of power. It is a landmark achievement in the annals of historical scholarship, and in the
art of biography.
Lenin Pan Macmillan
Joseph Vissarionovich Stalin (born Ioseb Besarionis dzе Jugashvili; 18 December [O.S. 6 December]
1878 – 5 March 1953) was a Georgian revolutionary and Soviet politician who ruled the Soviet Union
from the mid-1920s until his death in 1953.
Passage to Revolution Princeton University Press
A spellbinding new biography of Stalin in his formative years This is the definitive biography of
Joseph Stalin from his birth to the October Revolution of 1917, a panoramic and often chilling
account of how an impoverished, idealistic youth from the provinces of tsarist Russia was
transformed into a cunning and fearsome outlaw who would one day become one of the twentieth
century's most ruthless dictators. In this monumental book, Ronald Grigor Suny sheds light on the
least understood years of Stalin's career, bringing to life the turbulent world in which he lived and
the extraordinary historical events that shaped him. Suny draws on a wealth of new archival
evidence from Stalin's early years in the Caucasus to chart the psychological metamorphosis of the
young Stalin, taking readers from his boyhood as a Georgian nationalist and romantic poet, through
his harsh years of schooling, to his commitment to violent engagement in the underground
movement to topple the tsarist autocracy. Stalin emerges as an ambitious climber within the
Bolshevik ranks, a resourceful leader of a small terrorist band, and a writer and thinker who was
deeply engaged with some of the most incendiary debates of his time. A landmark achievement,
Stalin paints an unforgettable portrait of a driven young man who abandoned his religious faith to
become a skilled political operative and a single-minded and ruthless rebel.
A Biography Routledge
Political leaders & leadership.
The Stalin-Kaganovich Correspondence, 1931-36 Vintage
Traces the dramatic power struggle between the Bolsheviks and the West at the dawn of the
Russian Revolution, offering insight into the roles of diplomats, reporters, dissidents and other
contributors who impacted foreign policy throughout subsequent decades.
Stalin Public Affairs
In these pages, Stalin's psychology is fully revealed, every atom of his madness explored, every
twist of his homicidal logic followed to its ruthless conclusion.
The Man and His Era Harvard University Press
An engrossing biography of the notorious Russian dictator by an author whose knowledge of Soviet-
era archives far surpasses all others. Josef Stalin exercised supreme power in the Soviet Union from
1929 until his death in 1953. During that quarter-century, by Oleg Khlevniuk’s estimate, he caused
the imprisonment and execution of no fewer than a million Soviet citizens per year. Millions more
were victims of famine directly resulting from Stalin’s policies. What drove him toward such
ruthlessness? This essential biography offers an unprecedented, fine-grained portrait of Stalin the
man and dictator. Without mythologizing Stalin as either benevolent or an evil genius, Khlevniuk
resolves numerous controversies about specific events in the dictator’s life while assembling many
hundreds of previously unknown letters, memos, reports, and diaries into a comprehensive,
compelling narrative of a life that altered the course of world history. In brief, revealing prologues to
each chapter, Khlevniuk takes his reader into Stalin’s favorite dacha, where the innermost circle of
Soviet leadership gathered as their vozhd lay dying. Chronological chapters then illuminate major
themes: Stalin’s childhood, his involvement in the Revolution and the early Bolshevik government
under Lenin, his assumption of undivided power and mandate for industrialization and
collectivization, the Terror, World War II, and the postwar period. At the book’s conclusion, the
author presents a cogent warning against nostalgia for the Stalinist era. “This brilliant, authoritative,
opinionated biography ranks as the best on Stalin in any language.”—Martin McCauley East-West
Review “A historiographical and literary masterpiece.”—Mark Edele, Australian Book Review “A very
digestible biography, yet one packed with revelations.”—Paul E. Richardson, Russian Life Magazine
Stalin ABC-CLIO

'Like a dread spirit he hovered over us', wrote a Soviet poet in 1960, referring to the man whose
name is inextricably linked with Soviet Russia and Communism. In this, the classic biography of
Joseph Stalin, Adam B. Ulam explores the secret of his power, the hold his memory still has over the
imagination, the suffering he inflicted upon his own society, the unprecedented triumphs achieved
by the Soviet Union under his leadership and the mysteries surrounding his death. Seeking answers
not only in the character and life of Stalin himself, but in the history of the movement and society in
which his career unfolded, Ulam has produced what is arguably the most incisive and revealing
biography of one of history's most fascinating figures.
A Biography Harvard University Press
Originally published in the Soviet Union in 1950, this Stalinist-era political book gives a unique
glimpse of the man and the era. It includes a variety of photographs of Stalin at various ages,
beginning at age 15.
Stalin's Englishman: The Lives of Guy Burgess Lulu Press, Inc
Joseph Stalin began life as a frail child, with an abusive father and an inferiority complex. This
triggered an early desire for greatness and respect that would eventually turn the young Bolshevik
idealist into one of the most ruthless dictators in modern history. Like his contemporary, Adolf Hitler,
Stalin was responsible for millions of deaths and inflicted barbaric cruelty on the Soviet people. But
while Hitler is readily portrayed as a monster, Stalin has not been subjected to quite the same level
of vitriol. In Stalin: A Beginner’s Guide, renowned historian Abraham Ascher analyses new and old
sources, separating truths from falsehoods to present an unvarnished portrait of the Soviet leader.
Stalin Harper Collins
Stalin is commonly considered the quintessential "vicious dictator," an iconic figure of tyranny. But
almost none of his many biographers has drawn on primary sources, eye witness accounts, Stalin’s
own writings and speeches, or what those people who met him had to say about him. This
assiduously researched book is an attempt to get a little closer to the truth. It is based on first-hand
observations from every stage of his life, and it evaluates numerous shocking tropes that were
circulated by Stalin's rivals and made into our received view of his rule.
Trotsky Twenty-First Century Books
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize Winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award The definitive biography
of the mercurial Soviet leader who succeeded and denounced Stalin. Nikita Khrushchev was one of
the most complex and important political figures of the twentieth century. Ruler of the Soviet Union
during the first decade after Stalin's death, Khrushchev left a contradictory stamp on his country and
on the world. His life and career mirror the Soviet experience: revolution, civil war, famine,
collectivization, industrialization, terror, world war, cold war, Stalinism, post-Stalinism. Complicit in
terrible Stalinist crimes, Khrushchev nevertheless retained his humanity: his daring attempt to
reform communism prepared the ground for its eventual collapse; and his awkward efforts to ease
the cold war triggered its most dangerous crises. This is the first comprehensive biography of
Khrushchev and the first of any Soviet leader to reflect the full range of sources that have become
available since the USSR collapsed. Combining a page-turning historical narrative with penetrating
political and psychological analysis, this book brims with the life and excitement of a man whose
story personified his era.
Stalin Penguin
Almost two decades after the collapse of communism in Eastern Europe and the USSR, leading
historian Robert Service examines the history of communism throughout the world. Comrades!
moves from Marx and Lenin to Mao and Castro and beyond to trace communism from its beginnings
to the present day. Offering vivid portraits of the protagonists and decisive events in communist
history, Service looks not only at the high politics of communist regimes but also at the social
conditions that led millions to support communism in so many countries. After outlining
communism's origins with Marx and Engels and its first success with Lenin and the Russian
Revolution in 1917, Service examines the Soviet bloc, long-lasting regimes like Yugoslavia and Cuba,
the Chinese revolution, the spread of communism in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, and the
international links among the hundreds of parties. He covers communism's organization and
ideology as well as its general appeal. He looks at abortive communist revolutions and at the
ineffectual parties in the United States and elsewhere. Service offers a human view of the story as
well as a global analysis. His uncomfortable conclusion--and an important message for the twenty-
first century--is that although communism in its original form is now dying or dead, the poverty and
injustice that enabled its rise are still dangerously alive. Unsettling and compellingly written,
Comrades! is the most comprehensive study of one of the most important movements of the
modern world.
Stalin StalinA Biography
This new biography of Stalin offers an accessible and up-to-date representation of one of the
twentieth-century’s defining figures, as well as new insights, analysis and illumination to deepen our
understanding of his actions, intentions and the nature of the power that he wielded. Christopher
Read examines Stalin’s contribution to and impact on Russian and world events in the first half of
the twentieth century. The biography brings together the avalanche of sources and scholarship
which followed the collapse of the system Stalin constructed, including the often neglected writings
and speeches of Stalin himself. In addition to a detailed narrative and analysis of Stalin’s rule,
chapters also cover his early years and humble beginnings in a small town at a remote outpost of
the Russian Empire, his role in the revolution, his relationships with Lenin, Trotsky and others in the
1920s, and his rise to become one of the most powerful figures in human history. The book closes
with an account of Stalin’s afterlife and legacy, both in the immediate aftermath of his death and in
the decades since. This concise account of Stalin’s life is the perfect introduction for students of
modern Russian history.
Stalin Yale University Press
Overthrowing the conventional image of Stalin as an uneducated political administrator inexplicably
transformed into a pathological killer, Robert Service reveals a more complex and fascinating story
behind this notorious twentieth-century figure. Drawing on unexplored archives and personal
testimonies gathered from across Russia and Georgia, this is the first full-scale biography of the
Soviet dictator in twenty years. Service describes in unprecedented detail the first half of Stalin's
life--his childhood in Georgia as the son of a violent, drunkard father and a devoted mother; his
education and religious training; and his political activity as a young revolutionary. No mere
messenger for Lenin, Stalin was a prominent activist long before the Russian Revolution. Equally
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compelling is the depiction of Stalin as Soviet leader. Service recasts the image of Stalin as
unimpeded despot; his control was not limitless. And his conviction that enemies surrounded him
was not entirely unfounded. Stalin was not just a vengeful dictator but also a man fascinated by
ideas and a voracious reader of Marxist doctrine and Russian and Georgian literature as well as an
internationalist committed to seeing Russia assume a powerful role on the world stage. In examining
the multidimensional legacy of Stalin, Service helps explain why later would-be reformers--such as
Khrushchev and Gorbachev--found the Stalinist legacy surprisingly hard to dislodge. Rather than
diminishing the horrors of Stalinism, this is an account all the more disturbing for presenting a
believable human portrait. Service's lifetime engagement with Soviet Russia has resulted in the
most comprehensive and compelling portrayal of Stalin to date.
A History of World Communism Vintage
On 20th August 1940 Trotsky’s life was brutally ended when a Stalinist agent brought an ice pick
crashing down on his head. Among the works left unfinished was the second part of his biography of
Stalin. Trotsky’s Stalin is unique in Marxist literature in that it attempts to explain some of the most
decisive events of the 20th century, not just in terms of epoch-making economic and social
transformations, but in the individual psychology of one of the protagonists in a great historical
drama. It is a fascinating study of the way in which the peculiar character of an individual, his
personal traits and psychology, interacts with great events. How did it come about that Stalin, who
began his political life as a revolutionary and a Bolshevik, ended as a tyrant and a monster? Was this
something pre-ordained by genetic factors or childhood upbringing? Drawing on a mass of carefully
assembled material from his personal archives and many other sources, Trotsky provides the answer
to these questions. In the present edition we have brought together all the material that was
available from the Trotsky archives in English and supplemented it with additional material

translated from Russian. It is the most complete version of the book that has ever been published.
Stalin, a Biography Random House Incorporated
Why do people hate Joseph Stalin as much as they hate Hitler? Read on and you'll know the answer
soon! You want your child to read about Stalin because you want him/her to understand the thought
process and why decisions were made that way. Yes, this is not an easy read but it’s very
enlightening.
Joseph Stalin Pan Macmillan
This revelatory account unveils how Stalin became Stalin, examining his shadowy journey from
obscurity to power—from master historian Simon Sebag Montefiore. Based on ten years of research,
Young Stalin—companion to the prizewinning Stalin: The Court of the Red Tsar—is a brilliant
prehistory of the USSR, a chronicle of the Revolution, and an intimate biography. Montefiore tells the
story of a charismatic, darkly turbulent boy born into poverty, scarred by his upbringing but
possessed of unusual talents. Admired as a romantic poet and trained as a priest, he found his true
mission as a murderous revolutionary. Here is the dramatic story of his friendships and hatreds, his
many love affairs, his complicated relationship with the Tsarist secret police, and how he became
the merciless politician who shaped the Soviet Empire in his own brutal image. Described by The
New York Times as "a meticulously researched, autoritative biography," Young Stalin is essential
reading for anyone interested in Russian history. Winner of the Costa Book Award for Biography A
Christian Science Monitor and Seattle Times Best Book of the Year
Stalin Simon and Schuster
A major profile of the Soviet general credited with a decisive role in key World War II victories
compares his legend with his achievements while surveying his eventful post-war experiences as
Krushchev's disgraced defense minister. 15,000 first printing.


