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Pop Culture in Europe Harper Collins
In this dark farce of a novel, set in an
old-fashioned Central European spa
town, eight characters are swept up in
an accelerating dance: a pretty nurse
and her repairman boyfriend; an oddball
gynecologist; a rich American (at once
saint and Don Juan); a popular trumpeter
and his beautiful, obsessively jealous
wife; an disillusioned former political
prisoner about to leave his country and
his young woman ward.Perhaps the most
brilliantly plotted and sheer entertaining
of Milan Kundera's novels, Farewell
Waltz poses the most serious questions
with a blasphemous lightness that
makes us see that the modern world has
deprived us even of the right to tragedy.
Written in Bohemia in 1969-70, this book
was first published (in 1976) in France
under the title La valse aux adieux
(Farewell Waltz), and later in thirty-four

other countries. This beautiful new
translation, made from the French text
prepared by the novelist himself, fully
reflects his own tone and intentions. As
such it offers an opportunity for both the
discovery and the rediscovery of one of
the very best of a great writer's works.
The Book of Laughter and Forgetting
Harper Collins
From distorted self-images to brutal
portrayals of friends and fellow artists,
the portraits of Francis Bacon account
for one of the most remarkable aspects
of the work of the British painter. This
work looks at his stylistic distortions of
classicism and his famous deformations.
Milan Kundera provides an introduction
explaining his personal response to
Bacon's work, exploring the paradox that
lies in the faithfulness of the distorted
images, and linking Bacon's genius with
that of Samuel Beckett, both working at
the outer limits of their art. France
Borel's essay sets Bacon's works in the
context of his life and influences and
explains his approach to portraiture.
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Infobase Publishing
Migration and Literature offers a
thought-provoking analysis of the
thematic and formal role of migration in
four contemporary and canonized
novelists.
Immortality Faber & Faber
This collection of essays from the
Franco-Czech novelist provides a
defense for art during an era that he
says no longer puts value on art or
beauty and discusses works and artists
that are important to him. 25,000 first
printing.
Slowness ABC-CLIO
The end of communism in Europe has
tended to be discussed mainly in the
context of political science and history.
This book, in contrast, assesses the
cultural consequences for Europe of the
disappearance of the Soviet bloc.
Adopting a multi-disciplinary approach,
the book examines the new narratives
about national, individual and European
identities that have emerged in
literature, theatre and other cultural
media, investigates the impact of the re-
unification of the continent on the
mental landscape of Western Europe as
well as Eastern Europe and Russia, and
explores the new borders in the form of
divisive nationalism that have
reappeared since the disappearance of
the Iron Curtain.
Laughable Loves Routledge
Deciding what to read next when you've
just finished an unputdownable novel
can be a daunting task. The Bloomsbury
Good Reading Guide features hundreds
of authors and thousands of titles, with
navigation features to lead you on a rich
journey through some the best literature
to grace our shelves. This greatly
expanded edition includes the latest
contemporary authors and landmark
novels, an expanded non-fiction section,

a timeline setting historical events
against literary milestones, prize-winner
and book club lists. An accessible and
easy-to-read guide that no serious book
lover should be without. "The essential
guide to the wild uncharted world of
contemporary and 20th century writing."
Robert McCrum, The Observer
Let the Old Dead Make Room for the
Young Dead A&C Black
A New York Times Notable Book Irena
and Josef meet by chance while
returning to their homeland, which they
had abandoned twenty years earlier. Will
they manage to pick up the thread of
their strange love story, interrupted
almost as soon as it began and then lost
in the tides of history? The truth is that
after such a long absence "their
memories no longer match."
A Novel Harper Collins
Trevor Cribben Merrill offers a bold
reassessment of Milan Kundera’s place
in the contemporary canon. Harold
Bloom and others have dismissed the
Franco-Czech author as a maker of
“period pieces” that lost currency once
the Berlin Wall fell. Merrill refutes this
view, revealing a previously unexplored
dimension of Kundera’s fiction. Building
on theorist René Girard’s notion of
“triangular desire,” he shows that
modern classics such as The Unbearable
Lightness of Being and The Book of
Laughter and Forgetting display a
counterintuitive—and bitterly
funny—understanding of human
attraction. Most works of fiction (and
most movies, too) depict passionate
feelings as deeply authentic and
spontaneous. Kundera’s novels and short
stories overturn this romantic dogma. A
pounding heart and sweaty palms could
mean that we have found “the One” at
last—or they could attest to the
influence of a model whose desires we
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are unconsciously borrowing: our
amorous predilections may owe less to
personal taste or physical chemistry
than they do to imitative desire. At once
a comprehensive survey of Kundera’s
novels and a witty introduction to
Girard’s mimetic theory, The Book of
Imitation and Desire challenges our
assumptions about human motive and
renews our understanding of a major
contemporary author.
Twentieth Anniversary Edition
Northwestern University Press
Published simultaneously with Identity,
his new novel, here is a masterful new
translation of Milan Kundera's most
brilliantly plotted and sheerly
entertaining novel -- a dark farce of sex,
murder, and motherhood. Set in an Old-
Fashioned Central European Spa Town,
Farewell Waltz follows the lives of eight
characters: a pretty nurse and her
repairman boyfriend; an oddball
gynecologist; a rich American who is at
once a saint and a Don Juan; a popular
trumpeter and his beautiful obsessively
jealous wife; a disillusioned former
political prisoner about to leave his
country and his young female ward.
Perhaps the most accessible of Milan
Kundera's novels, Farewell Waltz poses
the most serious questions with a
blasphemous lightness that makes us
see that the modern world has deprived
us even of the right to tragedy.
Translated from the French text
prepared by the author himself a quarter
century after the novel was originally
written, Farewell Waltz sparkles anew
with wit, humor, and irony. A valuable
addition to HarperFlamingo's impressive
Kundera backlist, it offers readers a
chance to discover, or rediscover, one of
the very best works of a legendary
writer. "It is hard to imagine anything
more chilling and profound that

Kundera's apparent lightheartedness". --
Elizabeth Pochoda "Kundera ... remains
faithful to this subtle, wily, devious talent
for a fiction of 'erotic possibilities". --
New York Times Book Review
The Farewell Party Harper Perennial
Modern Classics
Translating Milan Kundera uses new
archival research to view the wider
cultural scope of the translation issue
involving the controversies surrounding
Kundera’s translated novels. It focuses
on the language of the novels, Kundera’s
‘lost’ works, writing as translation,
interpretation, exile, censorship and the
social responses to translated fiction in
the Anglophone world.
The Book of Imitation and Desire:
Reading Milan Kundera with Rene
Girard Multilingual Matters
Milan Kundera's lightest novel, a
divertimento, an opera buffa, Slowness
is also the first of this author's fictional
works to have been written in French.
Disconcerted and enchanted, the reader
follows the narrator of Slowness through
a midsummer's night in which two tales
of seduction, separated by more than
two hundred years, interweave and
oscillate between the sublime and the
comic. Underlying this libertine fantasy
is a profound meditation on
contemporary life: about the secret bond
between slowness and memory, about
the connection between our era's desire
to forget and the way we have given
ourselves over to the demon of speed.
And about "dancers" possessed by the
passion to be seen, for whom life is
merely a perpetual show emptied of
every intimacy and every joy.
Faber Stories Harper Collins
There are situations in which we fail for a
moment to recognize the person we are
with, in which the identity of the other is
erased while we simultaneously doubt
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our own. This also happens with couples-
-indeed, above all with couples, because
lovers fear more than anything else
"losing sight" of the loved one. With
stunning artfulness in expanding and
playing variations on the meaningful
moment, Milan Kundera has made this
situation--and the vague sense of panic
it inspires--the very fabric of his new
novel. Here brevity goes hand in hand
with intensity, and a moment of
bewilderment marks the start of a
labyrinthine journey during which the
reader repeatedly crosses the border
between the real and the unreal,
between what occurs in the world
outside and what the mind creates in its
solitude. Of all contemporary writers,
only Kundera can transform such a
hidden and disconcerting perception into
the material for a novel, one of his finest,
most painful, and most enlightening.
Which, surprisingly, turns out to be a
love story.
Encyclopedia of the World Novel Harper
Collins
When The Unbearable Lightness of Being
was first published in English, it was
hailed as "a work of the boldest mastery,
originality, and richness" by critic
Elizabeth Hardwick and named one of
the best books of 1984 by the New York
Times Book Review. It went on to win the
Los Angeles Times Book Prize for Fiction
and quickly became an international
bestseller. Twenty years later, the novel
has established itself as a modern
classic. To commemorate the
anniversary of its first English-language
publication, HarperCollins is proud to
offer a special hardcover edition. A
young woman in love with a man torn
between his love for her and his
incorrigible womanizing; one of his
mistresses and her humbly faithful lover
-- these are the two couples whose story

is told in this masterful novel. Controlled
by day, Tereza's jealousy awakens by
night, transformed into ineffably sad
death-dreams, while Tomas, a successful
surgeon, alternates loving devotion to
the dependent Tereza with the ardent
pursuit of other women. Sabina, an
independent, free-spirited artist, lives
her life as a series of betrayals -- of
parents, husband, country, love itself --
whereas her lover, the intellectual Franz,
loses all because of his earnest
goodness and fidelity. In a world in which
lives are shaped by irrevocable choices
and by fortuitous events, a world in
which everything occurs but once,
existence seems to lose its substance,
its weight. Hence we feel, says the
novelist, "the unbearable lightness of
being" -- not only as the consequence of
our private acts but also in the public
sphere, and the two inevitably
intertwine. This magnificent novel
encompasses the extremes of comedy
and tragedy, and embraces, it seems, all
aspects of human existence. It
juxtaposes geographically distant places
(Prague, Geneva, Paris, Thailand, the
United States, a forlorn Bohemian
village); brilliant and playful reflections
(on "eternal return," on kitsch, on man
and animals -- Tomas and Tereza have a
beloved doe named Karenin); and a
variety of styles (from the farcical to the
elegiac) to take its place as perhaps the
major achievement of one of the world's
truly great writers.
Günter Grass, Milan Kundera,
Salman Rushdie, and Jan Kjærstad
New York Review of Books
Milan Kundera has established himself as
one of the great novelists of our time
with such books as The Unbearable
Lightness of Being, Immortality and The
Book of Laughter and Forgetting. In
Testaments Betrayed, he proves himself
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a brilliant defender of the moral rights of
the artist and the respect due to a work
of art and its creator's wishes. The
betrayal of both—often by their most
passionate proponents—is the principal
theme of this extraordinary work.
Readers will be particularly intrigued by
Kundera's impassioned attack on
society's shifting moral judgments and
persecutions of art and artists, from
Mayakovsky to Rushdie.
Essay in Nine Parts, An Amsterdam
University Press
'Slowness', 'Identity' and
'Ignorance'Milan Kundera's French
VariationsIgnoranceA NovelHarper
Collins
The Art of the Novel Harper Collins
Milan Kundera is a master of graceful
illusion and illuminating surprise. In one
of these stories a young man and his
girlfriend pretend that she is a stranger
he picked up on the road--only to
become strangers to each other in
reality as their game proceeds. In
another a teacher fakes piety in order to
seduce a devout girl, then jilts her and
yearns for God. In yet another girls wait
in bars, on beaches, and on station
platforms for the same lover, a middle-
aged Don Juan who has gone home to
his wife. Games, fantasies, and schemes
abound in all the stories while different
characters react in varying ways to the
sudden release of erotic impulses.
An Essay in Seven Parts Routledge
One of the great masterpieces of
modern Latin American fiction, Terra
Nostra is concerned with nothing less
than the history of Spain and of South
America, with the Indian Gods and with
Christianity, with the birth, the passion,
and the death of civilizations. Fuentes
skillfully blends a wide range of literary
forms, stories within stories, Mexican
and Spanish myth, and famous literary

characters in this novel that is both a
historical epic and an apocalyptic vision
of modern times. Terra Nostra is that
most ambitious and rare of creations—a
total work of art.
Jacques and His Master ABC-CLIO
Jacques and His Master is a deliciously
witty and entertaining "variation" on
Diderot's novel Jacques le Fatalist,
written for Milan Kundera's "private
pleasure" in the aftermath of the Russian
invasion of Czechoslovakia. When the
"heavy Russian irrationality" fell on
Czechoslovakia, Milan Kundera explains,
he felt drawn to the spirit of the
eighteenth century—"And it seemed to
me that nowhere was it to be found
more densely concentrated than in that
banquet of intelligence, humor, and
fantasy, Jacques le Fataliste." The upshot
was this "Homage to Diderot," which has
now been performed throughout the
United States and Europe. Here, Jacques
and His Master, newly translated by
Simon Callow, is a text that will delight
Kundera's admirers throughout the
English-speaking world.
Ignorance Harper Collins
Kundera brilliantly examines the work of
such important and diverse figures as
Rabelais, Cervantes, Sterne, Diderot,
Flaubert, Tolstoy, and Musil. He is
especially penetrating on Hermann
Broch, and his exploration of the world of
Kafka's novels vividly reveals the comic
terror of Kafka's bureaucratized
universe. Kundera's discussion of his
own work includes his views on the role
of historical events in fiction, the
meaning of action, and the creation of
character in the post-psychological
novel.
Portraits and Self-portraits Harper Collins
Karen von Kunes traces Milan Kundera’s
creative ideas to a 1950 police report
filed in Stalinist era Czechoslovakia.



6

6 Slowness Identity And Ignorance Milan Kundera S French 2023-12-01

Demonstrating how this incident
influenced Kundera’s literary trajectory

and ultimately contributed to his acclaim
as a writer, von Kunes interprets his
work in a new way.


